
the comprehensive subject-matter, which is, as
stated in the preface, " to associate as nearly to-
gether as possible those substances, organic and
inorganic, which have a common or allied origin,
allowing those next related to follow in regular
order, the basal or parental source thus being kept
paramount." Certain additions of new remedies
and a fuller treatment of several departments of
the subject, with an increased number of illustra-
tions, are some of the changes in the new edition.
The book is admirably printed, systematically
arranged, and contains a vast amount of most
important information.
Brubaker. A Compend of Human Physiology.
Tenth edition. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's
Son & Co. 1900.
The use by a student of any short road to learn-

ing, such as a quiz compend, is to be regretted.
Giving, as it should, only the outline of a science,
the compend is of value solely as a review agent.
But when a book is made to " represent the pres-
ent state of the subject upon which it treats," it
fails to be a help in review and acts as a shorter
text book. As such the present work can not be
compared in value with many of the text books in
the market.
The present work, we are told in the advertise-

ment, is "based upon the most popular text
books." To even the uncritical reader it is evi-
dent that the book is not the systematic thought
of one man. Although the work is in the tenth
edition, the author has not taken sufficient care
in systematizing the statements gathered from
various sources. The indiscriminate use of the
English and the metric systems of measures

—the inch, the line and the millimetre, the gram
and the ounce, Fehrenheit and Centigrave deter-
minatives

—

tends to make the student unsystem-
atic in his thinking.
Sensory and sensitive are not usually consid-

ered to be synonymous with the the term pain, as
the author leads the reader to believe (see pages
83, 84, 183, etc). Figure 1 is unnecessary for a
medical student and may be misleading to others.
Space is lacking for a detailed criticism of the
material contained in the work ; but if an eleventh
edition should be called for—the reviewer hopes
it will not—-the student might be informed (1)
of the functions of the white blood corpuscles ;
(2) of the relation of the blood to the carrying of
C02 ; (3) of the interchange of gases between
the tissues and the blood, namely, internal respi-
ration ; and (4) of the view of Goltz and others
regarding the functions of the cerebral cortex.
In the attempt to make the book " pocket size,"

while still retaining all the facts, the publishers
have resorted to the use of small type.

Opening of New Wards at Newton, Mass.,
Hospital.

—

In recognition of the completion of
the contagious wards of the Newton Hospital, a
reception and inspection of the additions to the
hospital's equipment was made last week.
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SOME STATISTICS OF CANCEE.
Any facts bearing upon cancer in any of its as-

spects is of special interest at the present time,
owing to the renewed zeal which is being mani-
fested both abroad and in this country in the
attempt to discover its cause.- Now that the diag-
nosis of carcinoma may be made with practical
certainty by means of the microscope, it is evident
that statistics have a value and significance which
could not be claimed for them a few decades ago.
A paper by Dr. E. N. Nason, published in the
British Medical Journal for May 18, 1901, on an

analysis of 5,000 cases of death from malignant
disease, is of unusual interest as a statistical study.
The facts were collected in the course of prepara-
tion of a report for the British Medical Associa-
tion on the influence of locality on the prevalence
of malignant disease, and expanded with conclu-
sions, for the purposes of the present paper. Dr.
Nason found what we have come ordinarily to
expect, that the preponderance of females over
males as subjects of cancer was about 62 to 38%,
due to the fact of the great frequency of uterine
and breast involvement. The writer feels justified
in looking upon the excess of female cases as

dependent upon the fact that women are the pos-
sessors of these two organs, rather than as an

indication of their generally greater tendency to
cancer. If the sexual peculiarities of both sexes
be excluded, the male is found to be the more often
affected in the proportion of 53 to 47%. It further-
more appears that the steady increase of mortality
from cancer which has occurred during the last
thirty years, has been far more noticeable in men

than in women. This is explainable in part by
the greater accuracy of diagnosis of cancer in in-
ternal organs other than the uterus, to which men

are as liable as women, and to the fact that surgi-
cal measures have reduced the mortality among
women from the two most frequent varieties :
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